Richard Felciano

MASKS

for flute, trumpet, and phantom acoustics




Program Notes

| think music can be about sound perception in the same way that certain painters’ work (Albers,
Rothko, Escher) is about visual perception (use of optical illusions, after-images, etc.).

Masks derives its name from the way the acoustical properties of some instruments allow them to
cover (mask) the qualities of others. The others are heard, but since their character is not
recognized, they seem not to be there. In general, brighter instruments (trumpet) mask more
mellow-sounding ones (flute). The piece ranges from complete masking, through a middie-
ground in which both instruments are perceived but it is unclear which instrument is playing which
note, to situations where both instruments are clearly defined as separate acoustical
personalities:

There are also some *phantom® sounds hiding in this work. The harmonics, which are
components of all sounds but *hidden® in the sense that they are perceived normally as a group
(Gestalt) or sound color, are here ‘*unveiled® and asked to assume the role of independent
pitches. A different sort of *phantom® occurs with the use of difference tones. These occur
when the two instruments play certain small intervals in a relatively high range, causing the ear to
produce a phantom third voice below the other two - clearly audible but existing only in the ear,
not in the world outside the body. This is similar to the painter's use of the eye's tendency to
create after-images in response to certain visual stimuli. We perceive them but they are not there!
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Masiks tor tlute, trumpet, and phantom acoustics

Performance _Instructions

General

° all staccato notes to be played very short and sharply tongued.

* dynamics are objective from listener's vantage point (mf in both instruments = both instruments
equally loud).

° accidentals are valid throughout the measure and across barlines in tied notes.

a slash through a group = AFAP (as fast as possible); NOTE: slurred AFAP will naturally
be faster than staccato AFAP due to the time necessary to rearticulate each note in the latter.

’ V in staff = a short break or breath (not hurried). :
murmuring describes a style of playing (/.. mormorandd. not vocal production.

() parenthetical breath mark = optional; use only if needed.

° NV = nion vibrato

flute

O—_
: @/ e slowly add and withdraw multiphonics, beginning and ending without
them. Adjust dynamic as necessary.

THP
L = percussive staccato sound made by inserting tongue between lips, then pulling it
back into mouth and closing lips after it; an implosive burst of air occurs and resonates in the fiute
a split-second before lips are closed.
° alto flute is written a perfect fourth higher than sound.
piccolo is written an octave below sound.

trumpet

- > (+ > = withdraw/insert plunger of Harmon mute so as to produce
the effect of a low-pass filter sweep.

° cup = always a tight cup mute (mica) unless otherwise indicated

* Harmon mute: *plunger® and "shank® are used interchangeably.

) @ = put hand over mute to alter timbre.
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